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David Chilton, though dead now, is still the leading Preterist Scholar. The now present 

dominance of Ken Gentry is only because of the death of Chilton in 1997. Chilton’s The Days of 

Vengeance is the standard Preterist commentary of the book of Revelation. I read his account of the 

book of Revelation in its entirety in Revelation: Four Views edited by Steve Gregg, when I was in 

seminary back in 2008-2009.  I recently read his entire commentary of Revelation 13.  Chilton admits 

that the Sea beast is a collage of Satan’s Kingdoms with Daniel’s 4th Beast being the Roman Empire: 

 

Sadly, however, he claims that the fourth beast is personified in the person of Nero. (pg. 329) 

However, the fatal wound being healed in verse 3 he gets right and corrects the dishonest 



interpretation by most Preterists and accepts my Historicist view, which is damning to the Christian 

doctrine of Christus Victor: 

 

 



 

Chilton, the leading Preterist scholar on the book of Revelation, Preterism being absolutely 

necessary for the Christian Religion, admits the widespread apostasy that we Protestants have 

complained about for centuries. This apostasy makes the Christian interpretation of Matthew 16:18, 

the Magna Carta for Christianity, impossible. However, in order to temper his position so he could 

keep his job as a Christian minister, Chilton claims that the phrase in verse 3, “and all the world 

wondered after the beast” means only the land of Israel: 

 



 

It is impossible for this interpretation to be true as: 

1. Verse 3 is directly connected to the international collage of all the great Pagan Empires 

of the past.  

2. In verse 7, the power of the Sea Beast is over “all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 

3. In verse 8, those not written in the Lamb’s book of life are not confined to the land of 

Israel.  

4. The apostasy in the Churches was not confined to the land of Israel.  

5. In verse 12 the Earth beast “exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him.” 

 

Thus, as we see, the leading Preterist scholar, again Preterism being absolutely necessary for the 

Christian Religion to be true, has made the Christian religion, and its heresies of Christus Victor and 

immunity from apostasy to be impossible.  

 

Finis 


